2018 Enlightenment Salon

A Brief History of the Salon:
By the early 1700’s salons were as numerous as women who had the time and resources to host them.  Eventually there were hundreds throughout Paris and the provinces. The most important movement supported by the 18th century salons was The Enlightenment, a rationalist, materialist, humanist philosophy.  The Philosophes, also called the Encyclopedists, included Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot and others.  These influential thinkers propounded in writing their radical notions of liberty and equality, and argued their beliefs in the ubiquitous salons.  Although the Philosophes were satirized, imprisoned, exiled and tortured, their ideas spread through the salons into the general population.  By the end of the century, they would foster a complete social and political revolution. (Source: Sandra, Jadia n’Ha. The Complete Guide to Salons. Utne Reader Books, 1997.) 
Directions: 
· You will do in-depth, detailed research on your assigned Enlightenment philosopher and then represent his/her views at a salon in Paris (rooms 1416/1418). 
· You will need to read background on your philosopher, figure out his/her main ideas

· Read primary source evidence and come up with direct quotes. 
· Create a one-page note sheet, which you may bring to the salon. 
· You will have to know enough about your philosopher so that at the salon you can represent his/her views on:

1. Enlightenment theory, 
2. Themes from Macbeth & other literature so far this year, and 
3. Modern issues. 
· Props and food are encouraged, but not required! 

Philosophers:
See slide in class for your assigned philosopher
1. Voltaire (François-Marie Arouet), French, 1694-1778

2. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Swiss/French, 1712-1778

3. Michel de Montaigne, French, 1533-1592

4. Immanuel Kant, German, 1724-1804

5. Thomas Paine, English/American, 1737-1809

6. David Hume, Scottish, 1711-1776

7. Cesare Beccaria, Italian, 1738-1794

8. Thomas Jefferson, American, 1743-1826

9. Mary Wollstonecraft, English, 1759-1797

The Salon:
We will be having our “Salon” on Monday, November 26th! The rubric that will be used is on the website – please check it out for further understanding of what you should do for this activity.
