 Today’s assignment begins with a small-group discussion.  No group may be larger than four.  Each individual will chart the discussion with others on their own sheet of questions.  Please take the time to write the specific examples used by other students in the discussion.  You will have 25 minutes to discuss and record ideas; the last 15 minutes will be used for the in-class essay test.  Both your notes and your :15 minute response to the pop-quiz will be considered part of the expectations.  Your work produced in-class today will be collected at the end of class.  It will be worth 10 points.  

You will have no art homework except to “come to class prepared to create art in class next week”.  Bring any materials you would need to create art.  You pick the medium.    

1. Is beauty, or artistic significance, entirely in the eye of the beholder?  Explain.
2. Are all humans equally competent judges in the sphere of the arts?  

a. Do you need training?  Why or why not?  

b. Consider this assertion: “Maybe you don’t see art because you don’t have the training, or technical background.”  Is this a legitimate argument?
c. Why is it that in every other area [science, math, etc.] we accept expertise?  But not art?
3. Are there rational ways of deciding on the merits of works of art, or is it the case that it is just a matter of taste?
4. Are taste and judgment the same thing? [I like this shirt, therefore it is art.] Distinguish.
In an expository paragraph, answer the Essay Test Question:
What is the influence of tradition, ideology, religion, and morality on a person’s capacity for perception of artistic merit?
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