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Reading and Discussion Time

- How did the leaders of satellite countries 
react to the rejection of the Brezhnev 
Doctrine and the implementation of new 
reforms?

- Define apparatchiks 
- Compare and contrast Brezhnev and 

Gorbachev’s perspectives on Eastern Europe?  

2



Czechoslovakia
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The Brezhnev Doctrine and 
transition from Brezhnev to 

Gorbachev caused Czech riots by 
further aggravating social issues 

in Czechoslovakia.

Thesis:
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Discuss

What do you remember about the 
Brezhnev Doctrine?

What do you remember about 
Czechoslovakia in the early parts of the 

Cold War?
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November 17th, 1989 

- Communist sanctioned event of the 50th 
anniversary of the death of Jan Opletal 
- Student who was murdered by Nazis 

and Czech resistance 
- The event turned from a remembrance 

into a full anti-communist movement 
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- Protesters marched down the streets until met 

with riot police 

- Riot police then proceeded to beat the protesters 

in hopes to end the movement 

- Ministry of Culture releases anti-communist 

material
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November 17th, 1989 



Charter 77

- Havel called a meeting of the Charter 77 the night of the 

protest 

-  an organization created to monitor the government’s 

commitment to human rights as part of a Helsinki 

conference

- The meeting resulted in the creation of Civic Forum 

- Public demonstrations of non-violence in order to 

bring an end to the regime 
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Charter 77 cont. 

- Led to a two hour general strike on November 

27th 

- Began leveraging negotiations with the Gov.

- Led to the resignation of the entire Politurbo 

and creation of the democratic government 
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Velvet divorce

- Following the Velvet Revolution, the presidium 

resigns 

- The Czech constitution was changed in November 

to end one party state rule thus ending the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

- No bloodshed during the dissolution of the country 

and transition of power 
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Czech Republic and slovakia

- Led to the creation of The Czech Republic and Slovakia

- Czech Republic was very center/right leaning on the 

political spectrum and Havel becomes president 

- Slovakia was left leaning on the political spectrum
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Significance and Impacts 

- Individuals such as Václav Havel at that point had 

been fed up with the overarching issues with rights, 

censorship, and opposing the one party state.

- Shows the depth of opposition in Czechoslovakia 

- A non-violent end to the communist rule that had 

been present since 1948 in Czech
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- LEADS TO UPRISINGS THAT LEAD 

DIRECTLY TO THE FALL OF THE CZECH 

COM PARTY

- Free elections first occur in 1990
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Significance and Impacts 



Flowchart Time 
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CAUSE EFFECT

SIGNIFICANCE



Romania 
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Pre-existing socio-economic issues in 
Romania worsened with the 

implementation of Gorbachev’s 
policies, causing the violent revolution 

and overthrow of the government. 

Thesis:



Discussion

What do you remember about 
the Warsaw Pact?
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Nicolae Ceaușescu

- Also known as the “Iron Fist”

- Leader of Romania since 1967

- Turned Romania into a police state 

- Securitate was the secret police of 

Romania
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- His policies aligned very much with 

that of the People’s Republic of China 

- Alienated from the USSR still a part 

of Pact though

- Population was impoverished and 

basically dying
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Nicolae Ceaușescu



December Revolts 

- Began with a revolt in Timisoria on December 

16th

- Protest was started by a single protestor 

speaking out against the regimes policies 

- Ceausescu ordered his troops to fire on any 

anti-gov. protestors  
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- Large scale riots followed 

- Bucharest, Arad + more 

- 700-1,300 fatalities, 3,000+ casualties

- Speech on December 21st

- Mass public outrage 

- December 24th, execution details
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December Revolts 



Significance and Impacts

- The Securitate was effective in stopping small 

numbers but not the full revolution

- Ceaușescu and his wife were executed on live 

television 
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- The most publicly violent of all the revolutions of 

the Eastern European States 

- The last Revolution of the USSR Satellite states 

dissolution of the Communist Party
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Significance and Impacts



Flowchart Time 
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