World War I: Death of Glory Viewing Guide

1. Name two ideals from the old school ways of life in Europe that died at the end of World War I.

2. Where was Kaiser Wilhelm vacationing for 20 days when Austria when behind his back and started to issue mandates and attempt to subjugate Serbia? What country mobilized to counter Austria’s demands? What, can it be argued, were Europe’s leaders apparently afraid of as a result of all this?

3. What does the video claim the war was and was not about? Be specific—list at least four things it is about and one thing it was not about.

4. Who had created a war plan for Germany years before the war broke out? What did that plan say? What part of it could bring Great Britain into the war?

5. What was the “short war illusion”? Why did this occur?

6. Name at least two things Germany did that could qualify as a “public relations disaster.” How would this later be valuable to the Allies?

7. What British general saw and predicted the actions of Germany perfectly? How did he claim the war would be won? (He was right, more or less.)

8. What major advantage did the British troops have over the rest of Europe, despite their significantly smaller numbers?

9. What French general was the one bright spot during the Allies attack in the first part of war? What did he do to get this reputation?

10. What was the Battle of the Marne? How long did it last for? How was it fought? Why was it fought? Why was it important? What happened at the end of it? How did the war change as a result of it?

11. What was the Russian army lacking that other European powers had? Why was this a major problem? How did it hinder them in East Prussia?

12. What two commanders became essentially military dictators of Germany? (get the spelling as best as you can)

13. What did each side try to do to offset the fact that there were so many men on the battlefield? What did this lead to? What was happening to this Western front near the end of 1914?

14. About how long did the trenches extend for by the end of it? Describe this type of warfare. Be specific.

15. What did the Belgians do to keep the Germans from seizing their coastal ports on the English Channel? What did their “most important weapon of protection” become?

16. What country did Germany draw into the war? Where did that expand the fighting to? How did this effect the war? Why was it important?
