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Chapter 3 The Greebs 85

»e told that REVIEW QUESTIONS
:h makes it . . .
ve in L. According to Plato, what were the character traits a philosopher should possess?

What traits should he avoid?

2. In terms of the Allegory of the Cave, what is real and what is illusion?
ierhaps the

3. Why did Plato believe that philosophers would make the best rulers?
he neglect 4. In Plato’s view, what wete the principal arguments against democracy? What is
democracy your assessment of his cricique?
n. A dem-
2nce of un-
iter to its
shes of chis 12 Aristotle: Science, Politics, and Ethics
2 not com- —t—
1 freedom,
)gemi‘;l:lir;j Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) was born at Stagira, a Greek city-state on the Macedonjan
g Zndiall coast. About 367 B.C., he came to Achens to study with Plato, and he remained a
both pub- member of Plato’s Academy for twenty years. In 342 B.c., Philip II, king of Mace-
chave like donia, invited Aristotle to tutor his son Alexander, who was then fourteen years
. rulers. In old. When Alex:?nder succeeded Philip and set out to conquer the Persian Em-
und to go pire, Aristotle left Macedonia for Athens, where he opened a school of philosophy
called the Lyceum, named for a nearby temple to Apollo Lyceus. Aristotle synthe-

of behav- sizecl! the {hnught urt.-a:'lic:'Phi](fsﬂpherS, including his teacher Plato, and was the
A leading authority of his day in virtually every field of knowledge,

y show no

I tO assert s

e Aristotle

his pupils, HISTORY OF ANIMALS, POLITICS,

nasters as

speaking, AND NICOMA CHEAN ETI{ICS

ith them,
e the old, Scientific thinking encompasses both rationalism and empiricism. Rationalism—
le tyrants, pursuit of truth through thought alone, independent of experience with the nat-
enter into ural world—was advocated by Plato. This approach points in the direction of
theoretical mathematics, Like Plato, Aristotle valued reason, but unlike his teacher
u can see he also had great respect for the concrete details of nature obtained through sense
iitive that experience. In History of Animals, Aristotle demonstrated his empirical ap-
control as proach: observing nature and collecting, classifying, and analyzing data. Aristotle’s
re to have empiricism is the foundation of such sciences as geology, botany, and biology.
even the The first excerpt, a careful observation of the development of a chick embryo, il-
lustrates Aristotle’s empiricism.,
When he turned to the study of politics, Aristotle also followed an empirical
ed, so full methodology. He undertook a series of historical studies of the constitutions of
spotism. 158 Greek states. The most significant and complete study that has survived

describes the constitution of Athens. On the basis of these extensive surveys,
Aristotle proceeded to write Politics, his masterwork of political philosophy, ex-
cerpted in the second reading,
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Like Socrates and Plato, Aristotle based his ethics on reason. People could
achieve moral well-being, said Aristotle, when they avoided extremes of behavior
and rationally chose the way of moderation. In his Nicomachean Ethics, dedicated
to his son Nicomachus, Aristotle described the “proud man.” This passage, ex-
cerpted in the chird reading, sketches characteristics that make up the Greek

ideal of excellence.

HISTORY OF ANIMALS

... With the common hen after three days and
three nights there is the first indication of the em-
bryo; with larger birds the interval being longer,
with smaller birds shorter. Meanwhile the yolk
comes into being, rising towards the sharp end,
where the primal element of the egg is situated,
and where the egg gets hatched; and the heart
appears, like a speck of blood, in the white of the
egg. This point beats and moves as though en-
dowed with life, . . . and a membrane carrying
bloody fibres now envelops the yolk. . , . A little
afterwards che body is differentiated, at first very
small and white. The head is clearly distin-
guished, and in it the eyes, swollen out to a grear
extent. This condition of the eyes lasts on for a
good while, as it is only by degrees that they di-
minish in size and collapse. At the outset the un-
der portion of the body appears insignificant in
comparison with the upper portion. . . . The life-
element of the chick is in the white of the egg, and
the nutriment comes through the navel-string out
of the yolk.

When the egg is now ten days old the chick
and all its parts ate distinctly visible. The head
is still larger than the rest of its body, and the
eyes larger than the head, but still devoid of vi-
sion. The eyes, if removed about this time, are
found to be larger than beans, and black; if the
cuticle be peeled off them there is a white and
cold liquid inside, quite glictering in the sun-
light, bur there is no hard substance whatsoever.
Such is the condition of the head and eyes.
At this time also the larger internal organs are
visible. . . .

About the twenctieth day, if you open the egg
and touch the chick, it moves inside and chirps;
and it is already coming to be covered with

down, when, after the twentieth day is past, the
chick begins to break the shell. The head is situ-
ated over the right leg close to the flank, and the
wing is placed over the head. . ..

In the following selection from Politics, Aris-
totle begins by defining the nature of a state
and its purpose.

POLITICS

It is clear cherefore that the state cannot be de-
fined merely as a community dwelling in the
same place and preventing its members from
wrong-doing and promoting the exchange of
goods and services. Certainly all these must be
present if there is to be a state, but even the
presence of every one of them does not ipso facto
{by that fact} make a state. The state is intended
to enable all, in their households and cheir kin-
ships, to live wel/, meaning by that a full and
satisfying life. . . .

He then addresses the problem of where the
sovereign power of the state ought to reside.

... “Where ought the sovereign power of the
state to reside?” With the people? With the
propertied classes? Wich the good? With one
man, the best of all the good? With one man,
the tyrant? There are objections to all these.
Thus suppose we say the people is the supreme
authority, then if they use their numerical supe-
riority to make a distribution of the property of
the rich, is not that unjust? It has been done by
a valid decision of the sovereign power, yet what
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can we call it save the very height of injustice?
Again, if the majority, having laid their hands
on everything, distribute the possessions of the
few, they are obviously destroying the stare. But
that cannot be goodness which destroys its pos-
sessor and justice cannot be destructive of the
state. So it is clear that this process, though it
may be the law, cannoc be just. Or, if that is just,
the actions taken by a tyrant must be just; his
superior power enables him to use force, just as
the masses force their will on the rich. Thirdly,
if it is just for the few and wealthy to rule, and if
they too rob and plunder and help themselves to
the goods of the many, is that just? If it is, then
it is just in the former case also. The answer
clearly is thac all these three are bad and unjust.
The fourth alternative, that the good should
rule and have the supreme authority, is also not
free from objection; it means that all the rest
must be without official standing, debarred
from holding office under the constitution, The
fifch alcernative, that one man, the best, should
rule, is no betrer; by making the number of
rulers fewer we leave still larger numbers with-
out official standing. It might be objected too
that it is a bad ching for any human being, sub-
ject to all possible disorders and affections of the
human mind, to be the sovereign authority,
which ought to be reserved for the law itself. . . .

... [Alt the moment it would seem that the
most defensible, perhaps even the truest, answer
to the question would be to say that the major-
ity ought to be sovereign. . .. For where chere
are many people, each has some share of good-
ness and intelligence, and when these are
brought together, they become as it were one
multiple man with many paits of feet and hands
and many minds. So too in regard to character
and powers of perception. That is why the gen-
eral public is a better judge of works of music
and poetry; some judge some parts, some others,
buct their joint pronouncement is a verdict upon
the whole. . . .

Aristotle seeks to determine what is the best
constitution. His conclusion reflects the
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premise developed in his Ethics that moder-
ation, or the middle way, is the path to virtue
in all things. So, Aristotle says that in forming
a constitution for the state, power should re-
side in the hands of the middle class rather
than the aristocracy or the poor.

If we were right when in our Ezhics we stated
that Virtue is a Mean and that the happy life is
life free and unhindered and according to virtue,
then the best life must be che middle way, [or the
mean] . . . between two extremes which it is open
to those at either end to attain. And the same
principle must be applicable to the goodness or
badness of cities and states. For the constitution
of a city is really the way it lives.

In all scates there are three sections of the
community—the very well-off, the very badly-
off, and those in between. Seeing therefore that
it is agreed that moderation and a middle posi-
tion are best, it is clear that in the matter of pos-
sessions to own a middling amount is best of all.
This condition is most obedient to reason, and
following reason is just what is difficult both for
the exceedingly rich, handsome, strong, and
well-born, and for the opposite, the extremely
poor, the weak, and the downtrodden. The for-
mer commit deeds of violence on a large scale,
the latter are delinquent and wicked in petty
ways. The misdeeds of the one class are due to
bubris Joverweening pride, arrogance}, the mis-
deeds of the other to rascalicy. ... There are
other drawbacks about the two extremes. Those
who have a super-abundance of all that makes
for success, strength, riches, friends, and so
forth, neither wish to hold office nor understand
the work; and this is ingrained in them from
childhood on; even at school they are so full of
their superiority that they have never learned to
do what they are told. Those on the other hand
who are greatly deficient in these qualities are
too subservient. So they cannot command and
can only obey in a servile régime, while the oth-
ers cannot obey in any régime and can command
only in a mastet-slave relationship. The result is
a state not of free men but of slaves and masters,
the one full of envy, the other of contempt.
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Nothing could be farther removed from friend-
ship or from the whole idea of a shared partner-
ship in a state. . . . The state alms to consist as
far as possible of those who are like and equal, a
condition found chiefly among the middle sec-
cion. . .. The middle class is also the steadiest
clement, the least eager for change. They neither
covet, like the poor, the possessions of others,
nor do others covet theirs, as the poor covet
those of the rich. . ..

It is clear then both that the political partner-
ship which operates through the middle class is
best, and also that those cities have every chance
of being well-governed in which the middle
class is large, stronger if possible than the other
two together, or at any rate stronger than one of
them. . . . For this reason it is a happy state of
affairs when those who take part in the life of che
state have a moderate but adequate amount of
property. . .. Tyranny often emerges from an
over-enthusiastic democracy or from an oli-
garchy, but much more rarely from middle-class
constitutions or from those very near to them.

The superiority of the middle type of consti-
tution is clear also from the fact that ic alone is
free from fighting among factions. Where the
middle element is large, there least of all arise
faction and counter-faction among citizens. . . .

The following selection from Ethics shows
how Aristotle’s ethical theory rests on the
principles of moderation and balance. Aris-
totle notes that some peaple become "angry
al the wrang things, more than is right, and
longer, and cannot be appeased until they
inflict vengeance or punishment.” On the
other extreme, foolish and slavish people en-
dure every insult without defending them-
selves. Between these extremes is the proud
man, “who is angry at the right thing and
with the right people, and, further, as he
ought, when he ought, and as long as he
ought.” Even-tempered and moderate in all
things, such a man “tends to be unperturbed
and not to be led by passion.”

ETHICS

.. In the first place, then, as has been said, the
proud man is concerned with honours; yet he
will also bear himself with moderation rowards
wealth and power and all good or evil fortune,
whatever may befall him, and will be neither
over-joyed by good fortune nor over-pained by
evil. For not even towards honour does he bear
himself as if it were a very great thing. .. .

He does not run into trifling dangers, nor
is he fond of danger, because he honours few
things; but he will face great dangers, and when
he is in danger he is unsparing of his life, know-
ing that there are conditions on which life is not
worth having. And he is the sort of man to con-
fer benefits, but he is ashamed of receiving
them; for the one is the mark of a superior, the
other of an inferior. And he is apt to confer
greater benefits in rerurn; for thus the original
benefactor besides being paid will incur a debt
to him, and will be the gainer by the transac-
tion. They seem also to remember any service
they have done, but not those they have received
(for he who receives a service is inferior to him
who has done it, but the proud man wishes to be
superior), and to hear of the former with pleas-
are, of the latter with displeasure. ... It is a
mark of the proud man also to ask for nothing or
scarcely anything, but to give help readily, and
to be dignified towards people who enjoy high
position and good fortune, but unassuming to-
wards those of the middle class; for it is a diffi-
cult and lofty thing to be superior to the former,
but easy to be so to the latter, and a lofty bear-
ing over the former is no nark of ill-breeding,
bur among humble people it is as vulgar as a
display of strength against the wealk. Again, it is
characteristic of the proud man not to aim at the
things commonly held in honour, or che things
in which others excel; to be sluggish and to hold
back except where great honour or a great work
is at stake, and to be a man of few deeds, but of
great and notable ones. He must also be open in
his hate and in his love (for to conceal one’s feel-
ie. to care less for truth than for what

ings,
people will think, is a coward’s part), and must
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speak and act openly; for he is free of speech be-
cause he is contemptuous, and he is given to
telling che truch, except when he speaks in
irony to the vulgar. He must be unable to make
his life revolve round another, unless it be a
friend, for this is slavish, and for this reason all
flatterers are servile and people lacking in self-
respect are flatcerers. Nor is he given to admira-
tion; for nothing to him Is great. Nor is he
mindful of wrongs; for it is not the part of a
proud man to have a long memory, especially
for wrongs, but rather to overlook them, Nor is
he a gossip; for he will speak neither about him-
self nor about another, since he cares not to be
praised nor for others to be blamed; nor again is
he given to praise; and for the same reason he is
not an evil-speaker, even abourt his enemies, ex-
cept from haughtiness. With regard to neces-

REVIEW QUESTIONS
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sary or small matters he is least of all men given
to lamentation or the asking of favours; for it
is the part of one who takes such matcers seri-
ously to behave so with respect to them. He is
one who will possess beautiful and profitless
things racher than profitable and useful ones:
for chis is more proper to a character that suf-
fices to itself.

Further, a slow step is thought proper to the
proud man, a deep voice, and a level ucterance;
for the man who takes few things seriously is
not likely to be hurried, nor the man who thinks
nothing great to be excited, while a shrill voice
and a rapid gait are the results of hurry and
excitement,

Such, then, is the proud man; the man who
falls short of him is unduly humble, and the
man who goes beyond him is vain.

1. Whar evidence in Aristotle’s description of chick embryo development illustrates
his use of empirical methods of scientific inquiry?

2. Why did Aristotle believe that state power was best left in the hands of the middle
classes? Why did he fear governmenc by the poor, the tyrant, the few, the good, or

the rich?

3. According to Aristotle, how did the “proud man," a man of excellence, relate to

others? To worldly success and riches?

4. What kind of moral values did the proud man cultivate?
5. Aristotle urged both self-sufficiency and moderation as guiding principles in
human life. In what specific ways would the proud man demonstrate these vircues?

13 Hellenistic Culture: Universalism and Individualism

b —

During the Hellenistic Age, Greek civilization spread to the Near East in the
wake of Alexander’s conquests, and Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Persian, and Jew-
ish traditions—particularly religious beliefs—moved westwards. Thousands of
Greeks settled in newly established cities throughout the ancient Near East, car-
rying with them Greek urban institutions and culture—laws, cults, educational

methods, artistic and architectural styles, customs, and dress. The new Hellenistic

cities were dominated by a Greek upper class, which recruited native non-Greeks
to its ranks to the degree that they became Hellenized; that is, adopted the Greck




