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symibliged the d igm of il egime. It rked the riwgnph of liberty and ‘
the/int ioft of the Parisian popu Hifo the turbilterntevents of THe revolution.

From A Parisian Newspaper Account, July 14,1789

The night of Monday to Tuesday was extremely quiet, apart from the arrest
by the citizen militia of some thirty-four unauthorised persons, who had plun-
dered and caused a great deal of damage at St.-Lazare; they have been taken into
custody. . . - :

But a victory of outstanding significance, and one which will perhaps as-
tonish our descendants, was the taking of the Bastille, in four hours or so.

First, the people tried to enter this fortress by the Rue St.-Antoine, this
fortress, which no one has ever penetrated against the wishes of this frightful
despotism and where the monster still resided. The treacherous governor had
put out a flag of peace. So a confident advance was made; a detachment of
French Guards, with perhaps five to six thousand armed bourgeois, penetrated
the Bastille’s outer courtyards, but as soon as some six hundred persons had

passed over the first drawbridge, the bridge was raised and artillery fire mowed -

down several French Guards and some soldiers; the cannon fired on the town,
and the people took fright; a large number of individuals were killed or
wounded; but then they rallied and took shelter from the fire; a row of bayonets,

fixed in the wall, enabled some brave individual to cut through a post that o

locked the drawbridge; immediately it fell and they came to the second ditch,
near which lay the first victims; meanwhile, they tried to Jocate some cannon;
they attacked from the water’s edge through the gardens of the arsenal, and
from there made an orderly siege; they advance

neath a ceaseless round of fire. It was a terrible scene. The brave French Guard

did wonders. About three o'clock they captured the overseer of the gunpowder

store, whose uniform made them mistake him for the Governor of the Bastille;

he was manhandled and taken to the town, where he was recognised and set .

free. The fighting grew steadily more intense; the citizens had become hardened
to the fire; from all directions they clambered onto the roofs or broke into the
TOOmS; as S00N as an enemy appeared among the turrets on the tower, he was
fixed in the sights of a hundred guns and mown down in an instant; meanwhile
canmon fire was hurriedly directed against the second drawbridge, which it
pierced, breaking the chains; in vain did the cannon on the tower reply, for most

people were sheltered from it; the fury was at its height; people bravely faced
death and every danger; womer, in their eagerness, helped us to the utmost;
even the children, after the discharge of fire from the fortress, ran here and there
picking up the bullets and shot; [and so the Bastille fell and the governor De:

Launay, was captured] . . . they strip him of his badges of rank; they treat him

shamelessly; he is dragge
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d from various directions, be-
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| The August 4th Decrees (Augué‘té\—ll, 1789)

- without indemnity, and all o
- manner of redemption shallbe establishedby the National Assembly. Th f
> . Those o

d through the crowd . ... Serene and blessed liberty, for the
‘ - they shall befegarded as
‘ game, and everyone shall ha
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the first time, has at last been in i
", troduced into thi is fri
ful r;lfuge oil monstrous despotism and itsuclﬁ(_)mﬂel'l: abode of horrors, this fright-
e ap}e:;::;exlf},l zh;agt%itr Zf;i}f’ to n;;rch; they leave amidst an enormous crowd;
I , f joy, the insults, the oaths hurled at # :
351;51 g:;s;)nrle;s, :f v\;.;ar; everything is confused; cries of vengeance :ndhsftr?a‘:her‘
issue from andri eartffhef conquerors, glorious and covered in honogrei:ure
¢ e spoils of the conquered, the flags of vi 2 min.
: : ) " e s
g‘lgrgy 1:::;}21 t_heusgl‘c.hers of the fatherland, the victo%y Ia:rlefls‘,) I;}Ef;?:dmt;\l}eha fl? o
eve squaré :;1 ! is cr;aated a.fnghtening and splendid spectacle. On arrlT:r‘m On';
the o no/ th people, anxious to avenge themselves, allowed neith £ ’
Lawe agrds rf the pther officers to reach the place of trial; tixey seized tli1 e;r -
the hands 0Wa :1rtrcl(1)11(querors, and trampled them underfoot one after tf\r: ﬂ’cl) .
De L o%’a ; ikse Wcithbgr1 a tﬁousand blows, his head was cut off and hoistzd s:;
) ood streaming down all sid i i
the s ! : ides. . . . This gl
]ibx,;sr anll‘afﬁ our enemies, and finally usher in for us the trium 1'\s gf'ono'us o
ty. e evening, there were celebrations. phofjustice and

Feudal Rights Abolished '

he night o) ;

;i ’;ge A l]; 211:5511:;;,1 1;?9,' after hearing reports of peasant uprisings in the coun-
e et ed utzom?l Assembly voted to destroy noble rights and yrivi
feges FhatQuill exs . The declarations of that long and dramatic session were.sét h

in ! ; fiehcree of August 11. On August 26, the Assembly vited ;ofozzh
Declarabion 4 % A;iu:slo{ MLIT and Citizen, which was to serve as. preamble tg th:
ety constiutior . ater ¢ eAssem'bly turned its attention to'the Catholic church,
con}k@ersml early legislation, it confiscatedchurch lands sirz?;;eé

church officials of specigl privil 1
crurch ot of sp al\;zzvz eges, and established the clergy as paid servants of the

1 TheNatlonalAssembly ab@h hy the feudal Ieglme eIlt]IEIV and deCIeeS
t both f Jal { ] right \\S ’

dues derivi
Tacboth feuc L ving from real or perso: in-
personal servitude, th se representative thereof,Pare a%aglgﬁ?d
s declared redeemable; and that the price and

the said dues which are

. suppre: s
finge to be collected ppressed by the'present decree, however, shall con-

reimbursement has bé*eg\} made.

) c;/eet righ_t to fuies and colombiers ?s“abolished; pigeons shall be
ermined by the communiﬁes;\?ﬂ%during such periods
v

land. the right to kill them
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