 BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS

. . » They amved at the townofCaonao in the evening. Here they found
"miny people, who had prepared a great deal of food consistirig of cassava bread

and fish, because they had a large river close by and also were near the sea. In -

a little square were 2,000 Indians, all squatting because they have ‘this custom,

- all staring, frightened, at the mares. Nearby was a large bohio, or large house,

' in which were more than 500 other Indians, close-packed and fearful, who did
not dare come out. : : o

When some of the domestic Indians the Spaniards were taking with

them as servants (who were more than 1,000 souls . . .) wished to enter the large
hoise, the Cuban Indians had chickens ready and said to them: “Take these—
do not enter here.” For they already knew that the Indians who served the
. Spaniards were not apt to perform any other deeds than those of their masters.
There was a custom among the Spaniards that one person, appointed

by the captain, should be in charge of distributing to each Spaniard the food and
other things the Indians gave. And while the captain was thus on his mare and
the others mounted on theirs, and the father himself was observing how the bread
and fish were distributed, a Spaniard, in whom the devil is thought to have

clothed himself, suddenly drew his sword. Then the whole hundred drew theirs

and began to rip open the bellics, to cut and kill those lambs—men, women,
children, and old folk, all of whom were seated, off guard and frightened, watch-

- ing the mares and the Spaniards. And within two credos, not a man of all of them_,

there remains alive. A

The Spaniards enter the large house nearby, for this was happening at
its door, and in the same way, with cuts and stabs, begin to kill as many as they
found there, so that a stream of blood was running, as if a great number of cows
had perished. Some of the Indians who could make haste climbed up the poles
and woodwork of the house to the top, and thus escaped.

The cleric had withdrawn shostly before this massacre to where another

* small square of the town was formed, near where they had lodged him. This was . -

in a large house where all the Spaniards also had to stay, and here about forty
of the Indians who had carried the Spaniards” baggage from the provinces farther
back were stretched out on -the ground, resting. And five Spaniards chanced to
be with the cleric. When these heard the blows of the swords and knew that the
Spaniards were killing the Indians—without seeing anything, because there were
certain houses between—they put hands to their swords and are about to kill the
forty Indians . . . to pay them their commission.

‘Hfae Horrors of the Conquest

. The cleric, moved to wrath, opposes and rebukes them harshly to
prevent them, and having some respect for him, they stopped what they were
gaing to do, £o the forty were left alive. The five go.to kill where the others were
killing. And as the cleric had been detained in hindering the slaying of the forty
carriers, when he went he found a heap of dead, which the Spaniards had made
among the Iridians, which was certainly a homible sight.

When Narvdez, the captain, saw him he said: “How does Your Honor
like what these our Spaniards have done?” ) :
' Secing so many cut to pieces before him, and very upset at such a cruel

. event, the cleric replied: “That I commend you and them to the devil?”

The heedless Narvéez remained, still watching the slaughter as it took
place, without speaking, acting, or moving any more than if he had been marble.
For if he had wished, being on horseback and with a lance in his hands, he could
have prevented thie Spaniards from killing even ten persons.

Then the cleric leaves him, and goes elsewhere through some groves
secking Spaniards to stop them from killing. For they were passing through the
groves looking for someone to kill, sparing neither boy, child, woman, nor old
person. And they did more, in that certain Spaniards went to the road to the niver,
which was nearby. Then all the Indians who had escaped with wounds, stabs, and
cuts—all who could flee to throw themselves into the river to save themselves—
met with the Spaniards who finished them. ° .

Another cutrage occurred which should not be left untold, so that the
deeds of our Christians in these regions may be observed. When the cleric
entered the large house where I said there were about 500 souls—or whatever
the number, which was great—and saw with horror the dead there and those who

" had escaped above by the poles or woodwork, he said to them:

“No more, no more. Do not be afraid. There will be no more, there
will be no-more.”

: With this assurance, believing that it would be thus, an Indian de-
scended, a well-disposed young man of twenty-five or thirty years, weeping. And
ds the cleric did not rest but went everywhere to stop the killing, the cleric then
lgft the house. And just as the yoing man came down, a Spaniard who was there
drew a cutlass or half sword and gives him a cut through the loins, so that his
intestines fall out. . . .

The Indian, moaning, takes his_intestines in. his hands and comes
ﬂe_eing out of the house. He encounters the cleric . . . and the cleric tells him some
things about the faith, as much as the time and anguish permitted, explaining

to him that if he wished to be baptized he would go to heaven to live with
The sad one, weeping anfl showing pain as if he were burning in flames, said
yes, and with this the cleric baptized him. He then fell dead on the ground

Of all thit has been said, I am a witness,
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