[bookmark: _GoBack]HUNGARY HOMEWORK :)

Please read both sources and highlight key points, mark questions you have so you can ask us later during our presentation as we will cover Hungary’s history more in depth. 

1. [bookmark: _y8pnyhyyvvvn]Revolution in Hungary, 1956
Clip run time: 1 min 34 sec
This footage shows the scenes from Budapest in the wake of the anti-Soviet uprising of 23 October 1956. The voiceover describes the 'heroic revolt' of Hungarian citizens struggling to join the 'free world'. Burnt-out buildings and vehicles can be seen in Hungary's capital in the immediate aftermath of the revolution. Protestors have destroyed the statue of Stalin, the symbolic figurehead of Communism, who had died three years earlier. Sympathetic Italians can then be seen protesting in Rome, hoping that other countries in Eastern Europe would follow Hungary's example and end Soviet control. This period of euphoria was short-lived. On 4 November the Soviets launched what they called a 'counter-revolution' to bring Hungary back within the fold. Imre Nagy, who had formed a coalition government and announced Hungary's withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact, was executed, and thousands of his supporters sent into exile.

**Link to the video below: (username:spartans   password:spartans)
http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&res_dat=xri:ho-us&rft_dat=xri:ho:sup_multimedia:vid1282:mpi

, directed by Anonymous . History Study Center, http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&res_dat=xri:ho-us&rft_dat=xri:ho:sup_multimedia:vid1282:mpi. "Revolution in Hungary, 1956.", . 


















2. Page from "The Collapse of Communism in Eastern European Countries: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria." Day, Alan J. and Verena Hoffman, eds., 
The Annual Register for 1989 110-29.
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his successor's election for a full five-year term. In the end, the
Civic Forum was able to make its view prevail. The constitution
was expeditiously amended, two dozen new members were coopted
to replace deputies who had resigned, and Alexander Dubtek became
the Parliament's Speaker. A day later, on 29 December, the Assembly
unanimously clected as President Viclav Havel, the dissident playwright
and philosopher. Within six weeks of the student demonstration on 17
November, Czechoslovakia thus entered into its post-Communist age.
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THE year was unquestionably the most momentous in Hungarian history
since the revolution of 1956, if not since the Communist takeover itsef.
‘The Communist Party system simply decayed and disappeared and a
multi-party system, pointing towards democracy, was almost fully in
place by the end of the year.

‘The year began with a mixture of hopes, apprehension and pessimism.
Although the carly signs of a multi-party system could be discerned, it
was far from clear whether the process would continue or be strangled.
Essentially, the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party (HSWP) lost its will
to rule and accepted the incvitable transformation towards democracy.
But this was not brought into being by any automatic mechanism; on
the contrary, there were numerous stops and starts

‘The HSWP leadership was divided between those, like Imre Pozsgay,
who recognized that a Western liberal democracy was the only answer
o the economic and political crisis faced by the country and those,
like the then party leader, Kiroly Grosz, who disliked the pattern of
developments but had no alternative to offer. In February Mr Pozsgay
launched a major challenge to the party conservatives by publicizing the
conclusions of acommission working on the post-war history of Hungary,
which described the events of 1956 not as a counter-revolution, but as a
“popular uprising’. This all but accepted 1956 as a revolution and went





