GBolition of sati became central to Britain's image of itself/as
culturally superior. Female infanticide was also discourdged.
Although women’s position in Indian society was notSigmifi-
cantly altered, the recognition of women by the law did afford
some protection against these practices.

The Indian people paid a high price for the peace and
stability brotight by British rule. Due to population growth
in the nineteenth century, extreme poverty/was a way of
life for most Indians; almost two-thirds of the population
was malnourishedhin 1901. British industrialization brought
little improvement for the masses. British manufactured
goods destroyed loeal industries, andfIndian wealth was
used to pay British officials and a largé army. The system of
education served only the clite, upper-class Indians, and it
was conducted only in the fulers’ English, language while 90
percent of the population{¥ém ied illiterate. Even for the

Indians who benefited the mos ii"om their Western educa-
The best jobs and the best

tions, British rule was degradi

housing were reserved for Bfit@hs, Even well-educated Indi-
ans were never considered/the equals of the British. As Lord
Kitchener, one of Britain’s foremost military commanders in
India, said, ““It is this consciousness of the inherent superior-
ity of the European gwhich has won'for,us India. However
well educated and{clever a native may\be, and however
brave he may prove himself, I believe that,no rank we can
bestow on himéwould cause him to be considered an equal
of the British{officer.””* Such smug racial ‘attitudes made it
difficult for! British rule, no matter how beneficent, ever to
be ultipfately accepted and led to the rise oft@amjndian na-
tionalist movement. By 1883, when the Indian\National
Confgress was formed, moderate, educated Indians were be-
ginning to seek self-government. By 1919, in response to
British violence and British insensitivity, Indians were
demanding complete independence.

" (Results of the New Imperialism

By'1900, almost all the societies of Africa and Asia wete ei-
ther under full colonial rule or, as in the case of Ghina and
the Ottomahn, Empire, at a point of virtual collapse. Only a
handful of states, such as Japan in Bast Asia, Thailand in
Southeast Asia, Afghanistan and Persia infthe Middle BEast,
and mountainous Ethiopia in BastgAffica, managed to
escape internal disintegration or subjection to colonial rule.
For the most part, the exceptions were -the result of good
fortune rather than design. Thailand escaped subjugation
primarily because officials Britain and France found it
more convenient to trafisfofm the country into a buffer
state than to fight ovet'it, Ethiopia and Afghanistan survived
due to their remoté loeation and mlountainous terrain. Only
Japan managedgto avoid the common fate through a con-
certed strategy of political and economig, reform. With the
coming of imperialism, a global economy was finally estab-
lished,/and the domination of Western: eivilization over
thosé of Africa and Asia appeared to be complete. At the
safne time, the competition for lands abroad alse heightened
the existing rivalries among European states.

International Rivalry and the
Commg of War

Miances and How suc s it 3 .k&pmg
the peace? Whal issues lay behmd the international
crises that Europe faced in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries?

Before 1914, Europeans had experienced almost fifty years of
peace. There had been wars (including wars of conquest in
the non-Western world), but none had involved the great
powers. A series of crises had occurred that might easily have
led to general war. One reason they did not is that until 1890,
Bismarck of Germany exercised a restraining influence on the
Europeans.

The Bismarckian System

Bismarck knew that the emergence of a unified Germany in
1871 had upset the balance of power established at Vienna in
1815. Fearing the French desire for revenge over their Joss of
Alsace-Lorraine in the Franco-Prussian War, Bismarck made
an alliance first in 1873 and again in 1881 with the tradition-
ally conservative powers Austria-Hungary and Russia. But the
Three Emperors’ League, as it was called, failed to work very
well, primarily because of Russian-Austrian rivalry in the
Balkans.

THE BALKANS: DECLINE OF OTTOMAN POWER The prob-
Jem in the Balkans was a by-product of the disintegration of
the Ottoman Empire. As subject peoples in the Balkans
clamored for independence, corruption and inefficiency
weakened the Ottoman government. Only the interference
of the great Buropean powers, who were fearful of each
other’s designs on its territories, kept the Ottoman Empire
alive. Complicating the situation was the rivalry between
Russia and Austria, which both had designs on the Balkans.
For Russia, the Balkans provided the shortest overland route
to Constantinople and the Mediterranean. Austria viewed
the Balkans as fertile ground for Austrian expansion.
Although Germany had no real interests in the Balkans, Bis-
marck was fearful of the consequences of a war between
Russia and Austria over the region and served as a restrain-
ing influence on both powers. Events in the Balkans, how-
ever, precipitated a new crisis.

In 1876, the Balk.an_srgt\cs of Serbia and Montenegro
(mahn-tuh-NEE- groh],_deda—"ﬂﬂ on_the Ottoman
Empire. Both were ds:feater.l but Russia, with Austrian ap-
proval, attacked and d;feared the Ottomans. By the Treaty
of San Stefano in 1878, a large Bulgarian state, extending
from the Danube in the north to the Aegean Sea in the
south, was created. As Bulgaria was viewed as a Russian sat-
E]h;g. this Russian success caused the other great powers to
call for a congress of European powers to discuss a revision
of the treaty.
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Bulgaria as amended by
Congress of Berlin, 1878

The Balkans in 1878

The Congress of Berlin, which met in the summer of 1878,
was dominated by Bismarck. The congress effectively demol-
ished the Treaty of San Stefano, much to Russia’s humiliation.

'The new Bulgarian state was considerably reduced, and the rest

of the territory was returned to Ottoman control. The three
Balkan states of Serbia, Montenegro, and Romania, until then
nominally under Ottoman control, were recognized as inde-
pendent. The other Balkan territories of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina (HAYRT-suh-guh-VEE-nuh) were placed under Austrian

protection; Austria could occupy but not annex them.

NEW ALLIANCES After the Congress of Berlin, the European
powers sought new alliances to safeguard their security.
Angered by the Germans’ actions at the congress, the Rus-
sians terminated the Three Emperors’ League in 1879. Bis-
marck then made an alliance with Austria in 1879 that was
joined by Italy in 1882. The Triple Alliance of 1882 committed
Germany, Austria, and Italy to support the existing political
order while providing a defensive alliance against France or
“two or more great powers not members of the alliance.” At
the same time, Bismarck sought to remain on friendly terms
with the Russians and signed the Reinsurance Treaty with
Russia in 1887, hoping to prevent a French-Russian alliance
that would threaten Germany with the possibility of a two-
front war. The Bismarckian system of alliances, geared to pre-
serving peace and the status quo, had worked, but in 1890,
Emperor William II dismissed Bismarck and began to chart a
new direction for Germany’s foreign policy.
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New Directions and New Crises

Emperor William Il embarked on an activist foreign p
dedicated to enhancing German power by finding, as he

Germany’s rightful “place in the sun.” One of his chang
Bismarck's foreign policy was to drop the Reinsurance T
with Russia, which he viewed as being at odds with Germg,
alliance with Austria, The ending of the alliance achieved wj
Bismarck had feared: it brought France and Russia toget'}i_e‘r.
Long isolated by Bismarck’s policies, republican France leapd
at the chance to draw closer to tsarist Russia, and in 1894, the
two powers concluded a military alliance.

During the next ten years, German policies abroad Caused
the British to draw closer to France. By 1907, a loose confeq.
eration of Great Britain, France, and Russia—known as the
Triple Entente (ahn-TAHNT)—stood opposed to the Tripl'é
Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. Europe Was
divided into two opposing camps that became more and
more inflexible and unwilling to compromise. When the
members of the two alliances became involved in a new sl ]
ries of crises between 1908,and 1913 over control of the rem.
nants of the Ottoman Empire in the Balkans, the stage was
set for World War 1. .

CRISES IN THE BALKANS, 1908-1913 The Bosnian Crisis of
1908-1909 initiated a chain of events that eventually spun out
of control. Since 1878, Bosnia and Herzegovina had been
under the protection of Austria, but in 1908, Austria took the ,
drastic step of annexing these two Slavic-speaking territories.
Serbia became outraged at this action because it dashed the
Serbs” hopes of creating a large Serbian kingdom that would
include most of the southern Slavs. But this was why the Aus-
trians had annexed Bosnia and Herzegovina. To the Austrians,
a large Serbia would be a threat to the unity of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, with its large Slavic population. The Rus-
sians, as protectors of their fellow Slavs and desiring to
increase their own authority in the Balkans, supported the
Serbs and opposed the Austrian action. Backed by the Rus-
sians, the Serbs prepared for war against Austria. At this point,
William I intervened and demanded that the Russians accept
Austria’s annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina or face war
with Germany. Weakened from their defeat in the Russo-
Japanese War in 1904-1905, the Russians backed down.
Humiliated, they vowed revenge.

European attention returned to the Balkans in 1912 when
Serbia, Bulgaria, Montenegro, and Greece organized the Balkan
League and defeated the Ottomans in the First Balkan War.
When the victorious allies were unable to agree on how to
divide the conquered Ottoman provinces of Macedonia and
Albania, the Second Balkan War erupted in 1913. Greece, Ser-
bia, Romania, and the Ottoman Empire attacked and defeated
Bulgaria. As a result, Bulgaria obtained only a small part of
Macedonia, and most of the rest was divided between Serbia
and Greece (see Map 24.3). Yet Serbia’s aspirations remained
unfulfilled. The two Balkan wars left the inhabitants embittered
and created more tensions among the great powers.

One of Serbia’s major ambitions had béen to acquire Alba-
nian territory that would give it a port on the Adtiatic. At the



london Conference, arranged by Austria at the end of the
two Balkan wars, the Austrians had blocked Serbia’s wishes
by creating an independent Albania. The Germans, as Aus-
trian allies, had supported this move. In their frustration, Ser-
fan nationalists increasingly portrayed the Austrians as
monsters who were keeping the Serbs from becoming a great
nation. As Serbia’s chief supporters, the Russians were also
pset by the turn of events in the region. A feeling had grown
mong Russian leaders that they could not back down again
i'-_the event of a confrontation with Austria or Germany in
the Balkans. One Russian military journal even stated early in
1914, “We are preparing for a war in the west. The whole
nation must accustom itself to the idea that we arm ourselves
for a war of annihilation against the Germans.”

* Austria-Hungary had achieved another of its aims, but it
as still convinced that Serbia was a mortal threat to its
€mpire and must at some point be crushed. Meanwhile, the
French and Russian governments renewed their alliance and
Promised each other that they would not back down at the
next crisis, Britain drew closer to France. By the beginning of
1914, the two armed camps viewed each other with suspicion.
“},- American in Europe observed, “The whole of Germany is

MAP 24.3 The Balkans in 1913. The
First Balkan War (1912) liberated most of
the region from Ottoman control; the
Second Balkan War (1913) increased the
size of Greece and Serbia at Bulgaria’s
expense. Russia supported the ambitions
of its fellow Slavs in Serbia, who sought
to create a large Slavic kingdom in the
Balkans. Austria and its ally Germany
opposed Serbia’s ambitions.
Look at the map on 756. What

B territories had the Ottomans lost

by the end of 19137

charged with electricity. Everybody’s nerves are tense. It only
needs a spark to set the whole thing off.” The German ambas-
sador to France noted at the same time that “peace remains
at the mercy of an accident.” The European “age of progress”
was about to come to an inglorious and bloody end.
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