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refornfs of the Frenc

ideals of liberty and equaliry.

of monarchy, drafring a consti-
it accelerated the growth of the

in country after country, the old order was challenged by the

_1 Abuses of the Old Regime

* “The roots of the French Revolution lay in the aristocratic structure of French
society. The Third Esrate came to resent the special privileges of the aristoc-
racy, a legacy of the Middle Ages, and the inefficient and corrupt methods of
government. To many Freach people influenced by the ideas of the
philosophes, French society seemed an affront to reason. By 1789, reformers
sought a new social order based on rarionality and equality.

GRIEVANCES OF THE THIRD ESTATE

At the same time that elecrions were held for the Estates General, the three es-
tates drafted cabiers de doléamces, the lists of grievances that deputies would
take with them when the Estares General convened. The cahiers from all three
estates expressed loyalty to the monarchy and the church and called for a writ-
ten constimtion and an elecred assembly. The cahiers of the clergy and the no-
biliry insisted on the preservation of traditional rights and privileges. The
Cahier of the Third Estate of Dourdan, in the généralité of Orléans (one of the
thirty-four administrative units into which prerevolutionary France was di- °
vided), expressed the reformist hopes of the Third Estate. Some of the griev-

ances in the cahier follow.

29 March, 1789

The order of the third estate of the City, Bail-
liage [judicial district}, and County of Dour-
dan, imbued with gracitude prompted by the
paternal kindness of the King, who deigns to
restore its former rights and its former consti-
tution, forgets at this moment its misforcunes
and imporence, to harken only to its foremost

senciment and its foremost dury, that of sacri-
ficing everything to the glory of the Patrie
[nation] and the service of His Majesty. It
supplicates him to accept the grievances, com-
plaints, and remonstrances which it is permit-
ted to bring to the foot of the throne, and to
see therein only the expsession of its zeal and
the homage of its obedience.
It wishes:

1. Thac his subjects -of the third estate,
equal by such starus to all other citizens, pre-
sent themselves before the common father
without other distincrion which might de-
grade them.

2. Thar all the orders [the three estates], al-
ready united by duty and a common desire to
contribute equally to the needs of the State,
also deliberate in common concerning its needs.

3. That po citizen lose his liberry except ac-
cording to law; that, consequently, no one be
arrested by virtue of special orders, o, if im-
Eerarive circumstances necessirace such ordess,
thar the prisoner be handed over to the regular
courts of justice within forty-eight hours at che
latest.

4. That no lecters or writings intercepted in
the post [mails] be the canse of the detention
of any citizen, or be produced in courr against
him, except in case of conspiracy or undertak-
ing against the State.

5. That the property of all citizens be
inviolable, and that no one be required to
make sacrifice thereof for the public welfare,
except upon assurance of indemnification
based upon the statement of freely selected
appraisers. . . . .

15. That every personal rax be abolished;
that thus the capitation and the reille and its
accessories be merged with the vingtigmes! ina
tax on land and real or nominal property.

16. Thar such tax be borne equally, withourt
distinction, by all classes of citizens and by all
kinds of property, even feudal and contingent
rights.

17. That the rax substicuted for the corvée
[taxes paid in labor, often road building} be
borne by all classes of citizens equally and
withour distinction. That said tax, at present
beyond the capacity of those who pay it and
the needs to which it is destined, be reduced by
at least one-half. . . .

VA raille was & tax levied on the value of s peasant’s land or
wealth. A capitarion was a bead or poll tax paid for each
person. A wingritme was a tax on income and was paid
chiefly by peasants.

Chapter 4 Era of the French Revolurion 99

JUSTICE

1. That the administration of jusrice be re-
formed, either by restoring strict execution
of ordinances, or by reforming the sections
thereof that are coatrary to the dispatch and
welfare of justice. . . .

7. That venality [sale] of offices be sup-
pressed. . ..

8. That the excessive number of offices in
the necessary courts be reduced in just meas-
ure, and that no one be given an office of mag-
iscracy if he is not ar least cwenry-five years of
age, and until after a subsrantial public exami-
nation has verified his morality, integrity, and
abilicy. . . .

10. That the study of law be reformed; chat
it be directed in a manner analogous to our
legislation, and thar candidates for degrees be
subjected to rigorous tests which may not
be evaded: that no dispensation of age or time be
granted. .

11. That 2 body of general customary law
be drafted of all articles common to all the cus-
toms of the several provinces and bailliages. . . .

12. That deliberarions of courts . .. which
tend 1o prevent encry of the third estate thereto
be rescinded and annulled as injurious to the
citizens of chat order, in contempt of the au-
thority of the King, whose choice they limit,
and contracy to the welfare of justice, the ad-
ministration of which would become the patri-
mony of those of noble birth instead of being
entrusted to merir, enlightenment, and virtue.

13. Thar military ordinances which restrict
entrance to the service to those possessing no-
bility be reformed. ‘

That naval ordinances establishing a degrad-
ing distinction berween officers born into the
order of nobility and those born into that of
the third estate be revoked, as thoroughly inju-
rious to an order of citizens and destructive of
the competition so necessary to the glory and
prosperity of the State.
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FINANCES

1. That if the Estates General considers it
necessary to preserve the fees of aides {tax on
commodiries], such fees be made uniform
throughout‘the entire kingdom and reduced to
a single denomination. . . .

2. Thar the tax of the gabelle [tax on salt} be
eliminated if possible, or that it be regulated
among the several provinces of the kingdom. . . .

3. That the taxes on hides, which have ro-
rally destroyed that branch of commerce and
caused it to go abroad, be suppressed forever.

4. Thar . .. all useless offices, either in po-
lice or in the administration of justice, be abol-
ished and suppressed.

AGRICULTURE

4, Thar the right to hunt may never affect
the properry of the citizen; that, accordingly,

he may at all times cravel over his lands,
have injurious herbs uprooted, and cut Juzernes
[alfalfal, sainfoins [fodder], and other pro-
duce whenever it suits him; and that srubble
may be freely raked immediately after the
harvest. . ..

11. ... That individuals as well as commu-
nities be permirted to free themselves from the
rights of banalité [peasants were required ro use
the lord’s mill, winepress, and oven], and corvée,
by payments in money or in kind, at 2 rate like-
wise established by His Majesty on the basis of
the deliberations of the Estates General. . ..

15. Thar the militia, which devastates the
country, takes workers away from husbandry,
produces premature and ill-matched marriages,
and imposes secret and arbitrary taxes upon
those who are subject thereto, be suppressed
and replaced by voluntary enlistment at the ex-
pense of the provinces.

Emmanuel Sieyés

BOURGEOIS DISDAIN FOR SPECIAL
PRIVILEGES OF THE ARISTOCRACY

.. . Has nobody observed thar as soon as the
government becomes the property of a separate
class, it starts to grow our of all propertion
and that posts are created not to meer the
needs of the governed bur of those who govern
them? ...

It suffices to have made the point that the
so-called usefulness of a privileged order to the
public service is a fallacy; that, without help
from this order, all the ardnous tasks in the secv-
ice are performed by the Third Estate; thac
withour this order the higher posts could be
infinitely betrer filled; that they oughr to be
the natural prize and reward of recognised
ability and service; and thar if the privileged
have succeeded in usurping all well-paid and
honorific posts, this is both a hareful iniquity
towards the generality of citizens and an act of
treason to the commonwealth.

Who is bold enough to maintain thar the
‘Third Estate does not contain wichin itself
everything rieedful to constirute a complere
nation? It is like 2 strong and robust man
with one arm srill in chains. If the privileged
order were removed, the nation would nat be

REVIEW QUESTIONS
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something less but something more. v hat
then is the Third Bstate? All; but an “all” thar
is fertered and oppressed. What would it be
withour the privileged order? It would be
all; but free and flourishing. Nothing will go
well withour che Third Estate; everything
would go considerably better without the two
others. . .. ' '

- - . The privileged, far from being useful to
the nation, can only weaken and injure it; . . .
the nobility mady be a burden for che nation. . . .

The nobility, however, is . . . a foreigner in
our midst because of its.civil and political
prerogarives.

What is a nation? A body of associares liv-
ing under common laws and represented by the
same Jegislative assembly, etc. B

Is it not obvious that the nobility possessés
privileges and exemptions which it brdZenly
calls its rights and which stand distinct from
the rights of the grear body of citizens? Because
of these special rights, the nobility does not be-
long to the common order, nor is it subjected
to the common laws. Thus its private rights
make it a people apart in the great nation.

1. The principle of equality pervaded the cahiers of the Third Estate. Discuss this

In a series of pampbhlets, including The Essay on Privileges (1788) and What Is

r > . : i statement.
the Tlm‘. d .E-"ﬂf_e-’ (.1739)= Abbé E:n.:\manuel Sieyes (1748-1836) ex.pressed the 2. How important did Emmanuel Siey2s say the nobility (the privileged order) was to
bourgeoisie’s disdain for the nobility. Although educated at Jesuit schools to the life of the nation? . '
become a priest, Sieyés had come under the influence of Enlightenment ideas. 3. What importance did Sieyes attach to the contriburion of the Third Estate (the

bourgeaisie) to the life of the natipn? , . 7 (b“'j A \{«Cd.
"k specich peigiedses Joss Yhe gasteorey fecgilg . 6
A e TS c.;::s are O;‘Ha-.&e&qo e 125 Sstate

Ya What Is the Third Estate? he denounced the special privileges of the nobility,
asserted that the people are the source of political authority, and maintained

that national unity stands above estare or local interests. The ideals of the Revo- - fé"’— eveYYtloi & = S
lution—liberty, equality, and fraternity—are found in Sieys's pamphlet, ex- ¢ Ceeote o Nem Diadmm  shoeying  ¢imilor dies $ A"ng@’ff(fs GZ 7

cerpts of which follow. ’ / w

2 The Role of the PqﬂlosophesJ
i Pt 2 Feid estete:

‘The plan of this book is fairly simple. We must [nobles]. Are we to give them credit for
ask ourselves three questions. this? We could do so only if the Third Estate
was unable or unwilling to fill these posts.

. . 5 .
;' xzﬂ : th'e Ehud ESt.?te' Ef””::’”g‘ litical We know the answer. Nevertheless, the privi-
: ac has it heen until DOW 10 the poULic leged have dared to preclude the Third Estate. the intellectual precondition for revolution.

order? Nothing. i1 w .
. R “No matter how useful you are,” they said, “no E . -
3. Whar does it want to be? Somerhing. . . . ¥ ’ ¥ sald, :

matter how able you are, you can go so far and i
... Only the well-paid and honorific posts no furcther. Honors are not for the like of -

» o

are filled by members of the privileged order you.” ... %




